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A co-production of the Los Alamos Little Theatre and the Band-0-Lears.



OUR CAST in order of appearance

Leonato. ....covii Toméas Farish
Conrade ... Austen Horner
Beatrice.......... .. . Cassandra Bowman
ThePrince ................... . Bryden Horner
Hero. ..o Amelia Dolejsi
Benedick............... L Collin McDowell
DonlJohn...............ooiiiiiit Lindsey Gordon
Claudio ... August James
Leonato's brother....................... Charles Ferenbaugh
Borachio ... Jessica Cowan
Margaret. ... o Eliza McCall
Ursulathelst. ..., Pat Beck
Ursulathe2nd.......................... Jocelyne Dolejsi
Antonio, Watch ........................ Cami Charonko
Balthasar............................ L Robert Lopez
Dogberry. ... Joseph Santi-Unger
Verges . .o Seona Zimmermann
George Seacoal......................... Kaity Burke

First Watch............................. Spring Smith

Friar ..o Matt DeSmith
Sexton . ... Anna Ferenbaugh
Director. ... Thomas Graves
Assistant Director/Choreographer....... Kelly Dolejsi
Producer.........oooviiiiiiiii... Wendy Caldwell Lanchier,

with Mandie Gehring

“Much Ado About Nothing" was published in 1600, and has delighted audiences
around the world ever since. Set at a villa in Messina, Italy, Beatrice and Benedick
butt heads over who can refuse to fall in love for longer. (They really should

just go ahead and get a room.) Claudio and Hero find love at first sight, while
Margaret just wants to flirt and have fun. The Prince wants to play matchmaker
but his brother has other plans, and tempers flare in explosive confrontations
across the board. What's not to like?
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CASSANDRA BOWMAN is BEATRICE

Cassandra is an eastern Kentucky native who is now happily rooted in the high

desert of New Mexico, where she lives with her partner and more cats than she
knows what to do with. This production marks her eighth year with LALT. Much
like Beatrice, she has a quick wit, a soft heart, and a proclivity for using her humor
as armor. She is deeply grateful to everyone who has made LALT feel like home.

COLLIN McDOWELL i< BENEDICK

Collin has played Mercutio in “Romeo & Juliet,” as well as several other
Shakespeare roles in his time with the Little Theatre. A gifted comedic actor,
McDowell also brings a weight of moving drama to the stage. His first exposure to
the Bard was a performance at Shakespeare's Globe when he was ten years old.
Alas, he has not recovered from the theatre bug.

TOMAS FARISH i LEONATO

Tomés Farish has performed in numerous productions with Los Alamos Little
Theatre, including “Harvey,” “The Dining Room,” “Romeo and Juliet,” “Julius
Caesar,” as well as MC and stage magician for several NYE Vaudeville Shows. He
has also appeared with the Los Alamos Light Opera and Dance Arts Los Alamos.
In addition to acting, he enjoys dancing Tango, Blues, and Swing.
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AMELIA DOLEJSI is HERO

Amelia has been in an off and on
relationship with theater for about
half her life. She's been in many
plays, but this is her first major role
with LALT. She can often be found
procrastinating or panicking over
school and millions of activities.

AUGUST JAMES is cLAuDIO

August took Shakespeare in the park
to new heights last year as Brutus in
“Julius Caesar.” Here he takes on the
more sympathetic role of Claudio,
who finds love, loses it, and finds it
again and maybe, this time, holds

ontoit.

ELIZA McCALL is MARGARET

Audiences may recall that Eliza played a brilliant double-cross in the 2026
production of “Bird in The Hand.” Here she brings her full playful potential to the
role of Hero's lady-in-waiting, who is cleverer than she looks if only she could not
think herself out of thinking.

BRYDEN HORNER is DON PEDRO, THE PRINCE

Bryden is a high school senior with a passion for acting and singing. He has
performed in numerous LALT productions, including “Twice Upon a Time,”

“A Victorian Melodrama,” and “Julius Caesar.” After several acting experiences,
he's finally reached a level regal enough to rule his own country.

JOSEPH SANTI-UNGER is DOGBERRY

Joseph very rarely gets to act anymore. As manager of the Duane Smith
Auditorium his evenings are usually filled with events where he is behind the
scenes, but he is thrilled to be able to be in this, his first Shakespeare!

JESSICA COWAN is BORACHIO

A good soldier, and a good soldier to a lady, as they say. Jess is usually found on
stage as Lavender Fire raising money for charity. When she's not dancing on stage
she's waxing poetic with her fellow Shakespearean actors.
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AUSTEN HORNER is cONRADE

Gentleman Conrade is a bit of a sidekick to Borachio. Both are in the service of Don
John, the Prince’s illegitimate brother. You may recall him from “Julius Caesar” last year.

LINDSEY GORDON is DON JOHN

Living all his life in the Prince’s shadow, Don John finally gets a shot at revenge for all
the treatment received over the years. Lindsey joined the cast to bring alive this dark
persona. In 2025 Lindsey directed LALT's performance of “Julius Caesar,” and has
many other acting credits in our town.

CHARLES FERENBAUGH is LFONATO'S BROTHER

After getting hooked on theater in high school and college (back in the 80s), Charles
took a hiatus until a few years ago. He's since acted in LALT's “Secret Garden,”
“Romeo and Juliet,” and “Julius Caesar,” and enjoyed it immensely!

He's fiercely protective of his brother's honor.

SEONA ZIMMERMANN is GOODMAN VERGES

Seona has been a figure in Los Alamos theater for several years. She's appeared in
numerous shows, including, “Love, Loss and What | Wore.” Seona has a knack for

knowing when to be a lovable goof in our show.




ROBERT LOPEZ is sAITHASAR

A New Mexico native, “Pez" is quite a figure on the local scene, known for

appearances in “Rocky Horror Picture Show” and spinning songs at the VFW. He's
doing some heavy lifting for “Much Ado,” helping coordinate and play music and
also being the very fine understudy to Dogberry. The guy’s a magician!

PAT BECK is UrsuLA

Pat is another longtime celeb in our theater community. She was “Gingy” in, “Love,
Loss and What | Wore." In “Much Ado,” she's been a maid-in-waiting for the family
since the kids were in diapers, and you can tell she's seen just about everything.

JOCELYNE DOLEJSI is 2150 URSULA

A relative newcomer to The Bard, Jocelyne will be playing Ursula in our final two
shows. Jocelyne is also a wonderful dancer who will be showcasing those skills in
our play.

MATT DeSMITH is the FRIAR

Actor, director, singer Matt DeSmith has been seen on stage as Benvolio in “Romeo
& Juliet,” as Portia in “Julius Caesar,” and crooning in his lovely tenor voice with
Coro de Camara. Matt directed the spy thriller, “Bird in The Hand" earlier this year.
He is also performing the understudy role to Benedick. Golly, can that guy commit
stuff to memory and bring it to life!




ANNA FERENBAUGH is the SeXTON

This is not Anna’s first turn with Shakespeare, and it shows. Anna is a fine singer.
During our production, Anna has also been learning the understudy role for Hero.

KAITY BURKE is GEORGE SEACOAL

Blessed with a fine name, Kaity is a Los Alamos native who has been performing
since she was four years old. A self-described “giant archeology and local history
nerd,” Kaity made audiences laugh as Chris Bean in “The Play That Goes Wrong,"
and on the local comedy circuit. Watch for lots more from Kaity!

SPRING SMITH is FIRsT WATCH

Spring is doing double-duty as our costumes tzar as well as being part of the
Watch in “Much Ado.” Previous appearances by Spring have come in the annual
“8x10's,” short plays that LALT produces each year. Spring is doing triple-duty by
playing flute with our talented musicians!

CAMI CHARONKO is ANTONIO

With talents ranging from dancing to acting to all kinds of sports, Cami completes
the trio of hapless guards who get to spring the greatest capture of their law-
enforcing careers. As Antonio, Cami matches wits with Ursula in our masquerade
ball and trips the light fantastic at other times.

OUR DANCERS

Special thanks to our company of dancers: Michele Merenkov, Claire Singleton,
Cami Charonko, Kelsey Denissen, Jocelyne Dolejsi and Alex DiBranco.

OUR MUSICIANS

Led by Patrick Webb on fiddle, we are lucky to have Aaron Anderson on guitar,
Raina Khatri playing banjo and fiddle, Spring Smith on flute, Daniel McNeel
with his guitar, Chloe Keilers on cello, and Robert Lopez playing drums, recorder
and mandolin.

COSTUMES arranged by SPRING SMITH with help from Day Forgaard and
Pam Justice.

PROPS WIZARDS :rc TERRY BEERY and JACK WILLIAMS

Don't mess with wizards...they have great power.

GRAPHIC DESIGN by EDNA JAMANDRE.
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DIRECTED by THOMAS GRAVES

Thomas played Niels Bohr in The Little Theatre's 2025 production of
“Copenhagen,” and has been seen as the Friar in “Romeo & Juliet” along with
Artemedoris/Titinius in “Julius Caesar.” A photographer by trade, he also does
occasional stand-up when he's not acting. This is his first time directing.

CHOREOGRAPHY and ASST. DIRECTION by KELLY DOLEJSI

Kelly directed “Romeo & Juliet” in the Little Theatre and played the juicy role of
Caius Cassius in last year's “Julius Caesar.” Kelly had the job of wrangling the
dancers and getting a bunch of cast members who don't really dance to look like
they know what they're doing.

prODUCED BY WENDY CALDWELL LANCHIER vith MANDIE GEHRING

Wendy is fresh from directing /choreographing/producing the very successful
production of “Sister Act,” with the Los Alamos Light Opera this year. A seasoned
actor and producer, Wendy also has an asteroid named after her. Cool, huh? In our
second weekend, Mandie is stepping into this very important role. When these two
team up, they call themselves Wandie Productions!

“MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING" is a co-production of the Los Alamos Little
Theatre and The Band-O-Lears, a ragtag group of damned good actors who love
the works of William Shakespeare and hope to bring his plays regularly to our
community. Everyone involved in this production is volunteering their hard-won
free time.

A very special thanks to the LOS ALAMOS HISTORICAL SOCIETY and the HANS
BETHE HOUSE. We are most grateful to have this amazing, private space to
perform in, and for the help and support of Todd Nickols, Kendra Parker and the
very wonderful docents who have donated their time to allow us to do so. Thanks,
Deb, Chris, and Mike. We asked you to put up with a lot.

Please donate what you can to help continue experiencing great theater in our
town. Go to LALT.org for information.

This show is dedicated to dear lost friends who brought joy and laughter to our lives:
Jim Sicilian and Gordon Hall. Thanks for everything.
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http://LALT.org

